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SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
THE  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  OF  HISTORY  AN D  TECHNOLOGY 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20560 


June  h,  1973 


Mr.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
Editor,  Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  I4.68OI 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  articles  concerning  our  most  recent 
accessions  of  objects  associated  with  Abraham  Lincoln  complete 
with  photographs  which  you  may  find  appropriate  for  inclusion  in 
Lincoln  Lore.    We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  such  an  outstanding 
Lincoln  collection  here  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  I  think 
the  public  should  be  made  aware  of  it.      As  time  permits,  I  shall 
try  to  write  up  some  of  the  other  Lincolniana  in  the  national 
collections. 

With  best  wishes, 

Sincerely  yours, 


Herbert  R.  Collins 

Associate  Curator 

Division  of  Political  History 


Lincoln  Inaugural  Table  (Accession  28U37?1,  donor:  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society) 

One  of  the  unique  objects  of  Lincolniana  in  the  national 
collections  is  the  table  on  which  Abraham  Lincoln  took  his  oath 
of  office  in  1865,  on  loan  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  from 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

The  table  is  made  of  three  distinctive  parts  left  over  from 

the  completion  of  the  United  States  Capitol  dome.    The  two 

matching 

accompanying  photographs  indicate  exactly  where  the/pieces  are 

located  on  the  dome.    The  table  was  made  by  Benjamin  B.  French, 

Superintendent  of  Buildings  and  Grounds,  anJ.  is  best  described 

by  him  in  his  journal  as  follows: 

"I  want  to  make  one  recora  here  about  a  table*    Soon  after 
my  return  home  last  month,  I  ^ent  on  the  Dome  of  the  Capit  >1 
with  Mr.  Fowler,  who  furnished  the  iron  casting  and  had 
them  put  up.    There  was  a  single  baluster  left  of  the 
balis trade  that  surrounds  the  top  of  the  inner  dome.  I 
asked  if  I  might  have  it  to  make  a  standard  for  a  table.  H 
said  "yes"  and  also  told  me  I  might  take  any  of  the  pieces 
that  were  left  over.    So  I  selected  an  ornament  for  the 
legs,  and  a  piece  of  broken  panneling  for  the  top,  and  a 
screw  bolt  to  put  them  together  with,  and  was  about  to 
have  them  brought  over  here  (to  my  house)  that  I  might  put 
them  together,  when  Mr.  Fowler's  foreman  volunteered  to  put 
them  together  for  me.    He  did  so,  and  Mr.  Galway  had  the 
table  painted  and  sent  it  over  on  the  1st  day  of  this 
month,  and  there  it  now  stands,  in  the  bay-window,  a  very 
handsome,  and  very  solid  table  ~  the  admiration  of  all 
my  visitors,  and  such  an  one  as,  probably  the  world  never 
saw  and  will  never  again  see.     In  the  summer  I  intend  to 
keep  it  in  the  garden,  and  think  I  shall  eventually  present 
j  t  to  some  Historical  Society  as  a  memento  of  the  Capitol 
of  the  U.S." 

(B.B.  French  Diaries,  Library  of  Congress,  dtd  Dec.  12,  18610 
In  offering  the  table  to  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
Mr.  French  writes: 

"I  have  an  iron  table  which  I  had  made  of  three  pieces  of  the 


Dome  of  the  Capitol.    The  feet,  or  stand,  being  one  of  the 
ornaments  of  the  inner  dome  inverted;  the  pillar  being  one 
of  the  balustres  of  the  iron  railing  around  the  opening 
beneath  the  eye  of  the  dome,  and  the  leaf  a  square  piece 
cut  from  one  of  the  thin  iron  panels.    It  is  quite  a 
handsome,  and  a  very  solid,  affair.     It  has  stood  in  my 
Library  every  winter  &  in  my  garden  every  summer  since 
it  was  made*    It  is  unique,  and  there  probably  will  never 
be  another  like  it  in  the  world.    It  stood  on  the  platform 
in  front  of  the  Capitol  when  President  Lincoln  was  last 
inaugurated,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  brought  back  to  my 
house,  I  wrote  upon  a  piece  of  paper  the  following,  and  stuck 
it,  with  mucillage,  underneath  the  leaf,  viz. 

'Saturday,  March  h}  1865 
one  o 1  clock  p.m. 
This  table,  formed  of  three  pieces  of  iron  cast  for 
the  New  Dome  of  the  Capitol,  stood  upon  the  platform 
erected  for  the  inaugural,  ceremonies  of  this  day.  It 
was  in  front  of  President  Lincoln  when  he  delivered 
his  inaugural  address,  and  a  tumbler  of  water  intended 
for  his  use  stood  upon  it.    He  took  the  oath  of  office 
standing  at  its  side. 

B.B.  French 
Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings ' " 

(Letter  to  Robert  C.  Winthrop  from  Benjamin  3.  French 
dated  August  26,  1866,  Massachusetts  Historical  Society) 


